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Sanctuary of Our Lady of Lourdes, from 1863 to 1903. The title of
"Priests of the Sacred Heart," was conferred upon Pfere Garico'its*
Foundation in 1841 by Mgr. La Croix, successor of Mgr, d'Arbon in the
See of Bayonne. The same bishop also gave the Fathers their first Con-
stitutions. The vows to be taken were not perpetual, and the missionaries,
as stated, were to be entirely under the control of the Bishop, who even
nominated the Superior.
From 1840 to 1850, the Fathers of the Sacred Heart were more than
occupied with the work of " evangelizing " the south, south-east and south-
west districts of France. Chapels and schools were erected in out of the
way localities, others rebuilt, and organized instruction given to large
numbers of persons hitherto out of reach of the regular parishes.1
In 1850, a great wave of emigration passed over the Pyrenees similar
to the emigration mania that set in among the Highlanders of Scotland
not long after the accession of George III. In that year, great numbers
of the Basque population left to settle in the Argentine, and by arrange-
ment between Mgr. La Croix and the Bishop of Buenos Ayres, several
of the Fathers of the Sacred Heart went to South America to attend to the
spiritual wants of the large bodies of emigrants who were making their
homes here and there across the vast plains watered by the Rio de la Plata.
By 1859, a flourishing College for the rising emigrant population had been
opened at Buenos Ayres under the direction of the Fathers and their
assistants. Another foundation was made at Montevideo in 1861, where
a fine church dedicated to the Immaculate Conception, and a flourishing
school soon marked the success of the new enterprise.
In 1851, the Institute received permission to elect its own Superior,
but the effort that was made to get the vows made perpetual was not
successful. About 1853, the health of the zealous Founder began to
break down. But for ten years longer the good Father continued to struggle
on, attending to the multifarious works connected with the missionary
enterprises of the Fathers in France and South America. His last year
was one of almost continued suffering, which terminated on I4th May,
1863, the Feast of the Ascension, at 3 in the morning. The funeral
oration of the deceased was pronounced by Mgr. La Croix, Bishop ot
Bayonne, who paid an eloquent tribute to the labours of the self-sacrificing
and holy priest who had, as it were, gone forth into the highways and
1 This spiritual destitution of many parts of France may be said to have begun with the
Wars of Religion (1562-93), during which thousands of churches, schools and religious houses
were destroyed by the Huguenots, and many of these were never rebuilt. Another wholesale
destruction followed in the wake of the Revolution. The problem of how to reach the isolated
masses of the people was one of the many vast difficulties that faced the hierarchy of the Con-
cordat '(1801), but face it the clergy and faithful laity did, and with wonderful success*